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History - 2000 (Main) (Paper - I)

Time Allowed : Three Hours Maximum Marks : 300 
INSTRUCTIONS 

Each question is printed both in Hindi and in English.
Answers must be written in the medium specified in the Admission Certificate issued 
to you, which must be stated clearly on the cover of the answer-book in the space 

provided for the purpose. No mark will be given for the answers written in a medium 
other than that specified in the Admission Certificate.

Candidates should attempt questions 1 and 5 which are compulsory, and any THREE 
of the remaining questions selecting at least ONE question from each Section. 

All questions carry equal marks.

SECTION 'A'

Q. 1. Mark any fifteen of the following places on the map supplied to you and write 
short descriptive notes on the places marked by you on the map :
(1) Aizawl (16) Mathura
(2) Amritsar (17) Madurai
(3) Arikamedu (18) Nalanda
(4) Bangalore (19) Nasik
(5) Bharukachha (20) Palitana
(6) Bhaja (21) Rajagriha
(7) Gangotri (22) Sasan Gir
(8) Itanagar (23) Shrinagar
(9) Jaugada (24) Udayagiri-Khandagiri
(10) Jhansi (25) Uchh
(11) Kalsi (26) Ujjain
(12) Kanchivaram (27) Valabhi
(13) Kanheri (28) Vidisha
(14) Kumrahar (29) Vaishali
(15) Konarak (30) Vatapi

Q. 2. How did Ashoka contribute to the moral and administrative welfare of his 

people ?

Q. 3. Who were the Maukharis ? Discuss their political relations with the Later Guptas 
of Magadha.



Q. 4. Give an account of the struggle for supremacy in South India between the 
Chalukyas of Badami and the Pallavas.

SECTION 'B'

Q. 5. Write short essays in not more than 200 words each on any tree of the 
following topics :
(a) Architecture of the Vijayanagara empire.
(b) Amir Khusro was an eminent poet not a historian.
(c) During the reign of Jaliangir Mughal painting reached its zenith.
(d) The Sufi Movement and its role in promoting communal harmony.

Q. 6. Were the Chola village assemblies democratic in nature ? Give reasons for your 
answer.

Q. 7. Form an estimate of the personality of Firoz Shah Tughlaq with special 
reference to his religious policy and public works.

Q. 8. Describe the Rajput policy of the Mughal emperors. Do you agree with the view 
that the reversal of Akbar 's Rajput policy by Aurangzeb was responsible for the 
disintegration of the Mughal empire ?

]

History - 2000 (Main) (Paper - II)

Time Allowed : Three Hours Maximum Marks : 300 
INSTRUCTIONS

Each question is printed both in Hindi and in English.
Answers must be written in the medium specified in the Admission Certificate issued 
to you, which must be stated clearly on the cover of the answer-book in the space 
provided for the purpose. No mark will be given for the answers written in a medium 
other than that specified in the Admission Certificate.
Candidates should attempt questions 1 and 5 which are compulsory, and any THREE 
of the remaining questions selecting at least ONE question from each Section. 
All questions carry equal marks.

SECTION 'A'



(Modern India)
Q. 1. Continent on any three of the following statements in about 200 words each :
(a) The battle of Plassey was "not a great battle but a great betrayal."
(b) Towards the Princes, Canning adopted a policy of "punishing resistance and 
rewarding obedience."

(c) Sir Charles Napier said, "We have no right to seize Sind, yet we shall do so, and a 
very advantageous, useful, humane piece of rascality it will be.''
(d) The 1921 Moplah rebellion was "in essence an expression of long-standing 
agrarian discontent which was intensified by the religious and ethnic identity."

Q. 2. Discuss the view that the British rule brought about economic changes in India 
to serve the needs of the imperial economy and establish a dependent form of 
underdevelopment in this country.

Q. 3. Discuss the important social reform legislation passed in the 19th century. and 
elucidate the reaction of Indian leaders to the measures adopted.

Q. 4. To what extent was the emergence of the Congress in 1885 the culmination of 
a process of political awakening that had its beginning in the 1870s ?

SECTION 'B'
(World History)

Q. 5. Comment on any three of the following statements in about 200 words each :
(a) "Of all forms assumed by the Protestant Reformation, Calvinism has been the 
most far- reaching in its scope and the most profound in its influence. "
(b) "The Crimean War was the most useless war ever waged."
(c) "Until December 1941 the battlefield of the Second World War was exclusively 
European and Atlantic; thereafter it became also Asiataic and Pacific."
(d) "The simultaneous expansion of European powers overseas during the last 
quarter of the 19th century brought them into frequent collisions ata remote points 
all over Africa and Asia."

Q. 6. How did Napoleon Bonaparte heal the wounds of France inflicted by the
Revolution and correct the errors perpetrated by its leaders ?

Q. 7. To what extent did the Western powers bring China under their domination 
without annexation ?

Q. 8. Analyse the provisions of the Treaty of Versailles of 1919 and examine the 
validity of Germany's objections to the treaty



History: Mains IAS: 2001

PAPER - I
SECTION A

1. Mark any fifteen of the following places on the map supplied to you and write 
short descriptive notes
on the places plotted by you on the map:
(i) Ajmer
(ii) Ahmednagar
(iii) Allahabad
(iv) Badami
(v) Bhubaneshwar
(vi) Chitrakuta
(vii) Chittor
(viii) Chandigarh
(ix) Dehradun
(x) Dhara
(xi) Elephanta
(xii) Ellora
(xiii) Guwahati
(xiv) Hyderabad
(xv) Harappa
(xvi) Indraprastha
(xvii) jagannathpuri
(xviii) Kalyan
(xix) Kaveripattanam
(xx) Lothal

2. Analyse the causes of the success of the Magadhan imperialism upto the reign of 
Ashoka the Great.

3. Did the triangular conflict between the Rashtrakutas, Gujara Pratiharas and Palas 
create a political
vaccum in northern India which facilitated the invasions of Mahmud of Ghazni?

4. “The inferior cavalry of the Rajputs was not the only cause of their defeat at the 
hands of Turko-
Afghans and Mughal.” Comment.

SECTION B

5. Write short essays in not more than 200 words each on any three of the following 
topics:
(a) The Vedanta of Sankaracharya
(b) Hemu vikramaditya
(c) The zenith of Mughal architecture under Shahjehan
(d) Savai jai Singh, the astronomer

6. Assess the impact of the market reforms of Alauddin Khilji on contemporary 
economy and society.

7. Evaluate the impact of the Sufi and Bhakti Movements on vernacular languages 



and life and thought
of the common people.

8. Were the Marathas restricted by their geopolitical limitations from becoming the 
paramount power
of India?

History: Mains IAS: 2001

PAPER - II
SECTION A

1. Comment on any three of the following statements in about 200 words each:
(a) ‘Dalhousie changed the map of India with speed and thoroughness no campaign 
could equal.’
(b) ‘The tribal and peasant rebellion laid the foundation of the revolt of 1857’.
(c) ‘The British industrial policy in the nineteenth century ruined the Indian 
handicrafts’.
(d) The Quit India Movement was a spontaneous revolt of the people against British 
rule.

2. Discuss the main features of the ‘Raiyatwari Settlement’ in South India. Did it 
satisfy the aspirations
of the peasantry?

3. Examine the economic and social factors which led to he rise of Indian nationalism 
in the second
half of the nineteenth century.

4. Jawaharlal Nehru was the architect of India’s policy of non-alignment. In the light 
of this statement
discuss India’s relations with the two ‘Power Blocks’ between 1947-1964.

SECTION B

5. Comment on any three of the following statements in about 200 words each:
(a) ‘Marxian Communism is primarily the offspring of German Hegelianism and 
French



Socialism.’
(b) “Besmirch created a new Germany with the policy of ‘blood and iron’”.
(c) ‘There was not only a difference of principles at Paris (Peace Conference) but a 
clash of
personalities’.
(d) ‘The decolonization led to the break-up of empires.’

(6) ‘The Napoleonic Empire was doomed because of its inherent and self-defeating 
contradictions’.
Elucidate.

(7) Trace the various stages of European imperialism in Africa in the nineteenth 
century.

(8) Discuss the aims of the establishment of the Arab League and assess it role in 
safeguarding the
interests of the Arab nations.

History: IAS mains: 2002

Paper-I
SECTION A

1. Mark any fifteen of the following places on the map supplied to you and write 
short descriptive notes
on the places plotted by you on the map:
(i) Ajanta
(ii) Bodh Gaya
(iii) Dholavira
(iv) Dwarka
(v) Girnar
(vi) Hastinapur
(vii) Kanchipuram
(viii) Kosambi
(ix) Madurai
(x) Malkhed
(xi) Mohanjodaro
(xii) Nalanda
(xiii) Purushpur
(xiv) Ropar
(xv) Sanchi
(xvi) Sravanbelgola
(xvii) Sravasti
(xviii) Tanjore



(xix) Thaneswar
(xx) Varanasi

2. Analyse the elements of urban civilization in the harappan Culture. What factors 
were responsible
for its decline?

3. Examine the nature of the mauryan State. Bring out the features of their 
administrative system.

4. Examine the proficiency of the ancient Indians in various crafts, science and 
mathematics.

SECTION B

5. Write short essays in not more than 200 words each on any three of the following 
topics:.
(a) Origin of the Bhakti Movement
(b) Babarnama as a source of history
(c) Mansabdari System
(d) Consequences of the Third Battle of Panipat

6. Discuss balban’s concept of kingship. How was it modified by Aluddin Khalji?

7. Trace the evolution of the religious views of Akbar. Write a note on his policy of 
Sulh-i-kul.

8. Explain the principal features of architecture during Akbar’s rule. What changes 
were made in them
by Shahjahan ?

History: IAS mains: 2002

Paper-II
SECTION A

1. Comment on any Three of the following statements in about 200 words each:
(a) “The verdict at Plassey was confirmed by the English victory at Buxar”.
(b) “India broke her British fetters with Western hammers”.
(c) “Gandhi restrained mass movements, yet he retained his popularity among the 
masses.
(d) “The ideology of Subhash Chandra Bose was a combination of nationalism, 
fascism and
communism.”

2. “The rise and expansion of British empire was an accident rather than the result of 
a deliberate policy
and design.” Critically examine this statement.



3. “The recurring famines in the 19th century were the inevitable consequence of the 
British policy and
expose the real character of the paternal solicitude for the peasantry on the part of 
the British
administration.” Examine this statement critically.

4. Discuss the nature of the leadership and programme of the Congress Socialist 
party.

SECTION B

5. Comment on any Three of the following statements in about 200 words each:
(a) The Renaissance was the discovery of the world and of man.
(b) If monarchical misrule ignited the French Revolution, lofty ideas both inspired 
and sustained
it.
(c) The Great Depression (1928-34) was attended by momentous consequences in 
the economic
as well as in the political sphere.
(d) “One of the most important consequences of the Second World War was ‘division 
of
Europe’, eastern and western.”

6. “Napoleon kindled the national sentiment, but German unity was achieved by 
Bismarck.” Discuss.

7. Examine the circumstances in china in the years 1945-49. What did the United 
States do to resolve
the conflict between the Nationalists and the Communists there?

8. Discuss the main factors leading to the collapse of the Soviet Union.

History: IAS Mains: 2003
PAPER - I
SECTION A

1. Mark any FIFTEEN of the following places on the map Supplied to you and write 
short descriptive
notes on places plotted by you on the map
(1) Kot Digi
(2) Banamali
(3) Tiruclirapalli
(4) Tamralipti
(5) Vaisali
(6) Kundagrama
(7) Puri
(8) Ujjain
(9) Badami



(10) Guggara
(11) Sarnath
(12) Amarravati
(13) Janguda
(14) Kolhapur
(15) Nagarjunkonda
(16) Calicut
(17) Haldighati
(18) Golconda
(19) Somnath
(20) Mathura.

2. Assess the pattern of settlement, economy social organization and religion of India 
during C 200 to
500 BC from archaeological evidences.

3. “The Sixth century B.C. was a period of religious and economic unrest in India.” 
Comment.

4. Examine the information of Fahien about the political, religious, social and 
economic conditions of
India. Make a comparative study of his account with that of Yuan Chawang.

SECTION B

5. Write short essays in not more than 200 words each on any THREE of the 
following:
(a) Kalhan as a historian
(b) Experiments of Mohammad Tughluq
(c) Sufi Movements
(d) Chauth and Sardeshmukhi.

6. Attempt a critical essay of the Indian Science and Civilization in the light of 
Alberuni’s writings.
What merits and drawbacks, do you find in his account?

7. What impact did kabir and Nanak leave on Indian Society and Culture?

8. ‘Akbar built the Moghul Empire by enlisting the support Rajputs.’ Do you agree?

History: IAS Mains: 2003

Paper-II

SECTION A
1. Comment on any three of the following statements in about 200 words each:
(a) ‘Absentee landlordism was a consequential feature of Bengal’s Permanent land 
settlement.’
(b) ‘India underwent suffering and mortality in the wake of recurring famines’ in the 



later half of
the 19th century.
(c) ‘In the summer of 1942 Gandhi was in a strange and uniquely militant mood’.
(d) ‘Rabindranath Tagores’s nationalism was based on a Catholic internationalism.’

2. What was the impact of early British land policy in the village communities of 
North India?

3. Trace the factors which led to a split in the Indian national Congress in 1907. 
What was its impact on
the course of the nationalist movement?

4. Examine the causes of the rise and progress of revolutionary movements in India 
from 1905 to 1931.

SECTION B

5. Comment on any three of the following statements in about 200 words each:
(a) ‘The French Revolution attacked privileges and not property’.
(b) ‘The roots of the rise of Fascism lay in Peace Treaties.’
(c) ‘The Security Council is the heart of the United nations’.
(d) ‘The Brussels Treaty of 17 March, 1948 paved the way for the formation of NATO’.

6. Bismarck united Germany not by majority of votes and speeches but by a policy of 
“Blood and iron”.
In the light of this statement assess the contribution of Bismarck to the unification of 
Germany.

7. Examine the causes of the Russian Revolution of 1917 and indicate its significance 
in world history.

8. Analyze the factors leading to the end of the Cold war and account for the U.S. 
ascendancy in the
world.

IAS Mains: History Paper 2004

PAPER – I

SECTION A 

1. Mark any fifteen of the following places on the map supplied to you and write
short descriptive notes on the places plotted by you on the map: 4 x 15 = 60
(i) Achichhatra
(ii) Amaravati
(iii) Bhimbaitka
(iv) Champa
(v) Kalibangan
(vi) Kanauj



(vii) Kapilvastu
(viii) Karle
(ix) Mahabalipuram
(x) Mathura
(xi) Mehrgarh
(xii) Paithan
(xiii) Pataliputra
(xiv) Samath
(xv) Siddapura
(xvi) Somnath
(xvii) Tamralipti
(xviii) Taxila
(xix) Tripuri 
(xx) Udaigit

2. Describe the social life of the later Vedic people. How was it different from the 

3. Explain the social aspects of Buddhism and account for its decline in India. 60

4. Give an account of the rise of the Chalukyas of Vatapi and their struggle with
other rulers. Write a note on their patronage of arts.

SECTION B

5. Write short essays in not more than 200 words each on any three of the following
topics: 20 x 3 = 60

(a) The 'Corps of Forty' and its relations with the Sultans. 
(b) The Token Currency System introduced by Muhammad Tughlaq.
(c) Was Din-i-Ilahi 'a monument of Akbar's folly' ?
(d) The system of the collection of Chauth and Sardesh-mukhi by the Maratha

6. The Cholas are said to have established a strong and well organised administration
with an element of self-government at the local level. Do you agree? Give

7. Discuss the growth of the Niguna School of Bhakti Movement emphasising the 
contribution of Kabir and Nanak to it. 

8. In what ways were Aurangzeb's Rajput and religious policies different from those
of his predecessors? What were the consequences of the changes made by him? 

IAS Mains: History Paper 2004

PAPER - II 

SECTION A (MODERN INDIA)

1. Comment on any THREE of the following statements in about 200 words each:
20 x 3 = 60
(a) 'The Treaty of Salbai (1782) was neither honourable to the English nor
advantageous to their interests.'
was imperfect.'
results that were not anticipated.'
entirely separate sovereign States.'
of Plassey. 60



(b) 'The object of the Act (Regulating) was good, butsystem that it established 
(c) 'Permanent Settlement disappointed manyexpectations and introduced there
(d) 'We are therefore unable to advise the British Government that the power
which at present resides in British hands should be handed over to two

2. Discuss the causes that led to the 'economic drain' in Bengal following the Battle

3. Examine the impact of British rule on Indian Society in the 19th Century. 60

4. Analyse Indian foreign policy of Non-alignment between 1947 and 1964. 60
(a) 'Rousseau's political philosophy contains the seedsof Socialism, Absolutism
(b) 'Napoleon was the child of the Revolution, but inmany ways he reversed the
aims and principles of the movement from which he sprang'
(c) 'To Bismarck the conclusion of the Treaty of May 20, 1882, was the
culmination of this system.’
(d) 'The most important single factor ……. in the yearsfollowing 1919 was the
French demand for security.

SECTION B (WORLD HISTORY)

5. Comment on any THREE of the following statements in about 200 words each:
20 x 3 = 60

6. Review the background of the Chartist Movement. Despite its failure how had 
their demands been met in the succeeding years?

7. What were the weaknesses and difficulties of the Weimer Republic? How did 
Hitler succeed in establishing his dictatorship? 

8. Analyse the factors for the collapse of Soviet Communism and Soviet Union 
during 1985-1991.

IAS Mains: History Paper 2005

C.S.E. HISTORY (MAIN) - 2005

PAPER - I

SECTION-A

1. Mark any fifteen of the following places on the map supplied to you and write
short descriptive notes on places plotted by you on the map:
(1) Mohenjodaro (2) Burzahom
(3) Inamgaon (4) Sannathi
(5) Kaveripattinam (6) Sisupalgarh
(7) Anuradhapura (8) Karnasuvarna
(9) Chittagong (10) Chitore
(11) Pratishthana (12) Vidisa



(13) Hampi (14) Warangal
(15) Diu (16) Seringapatam
(17) Debal (18) Fatehpur Sikri
(19) Bijapur (20) Sasaram

2. Determine the extent of the Mauryan empire.

3. Assess the status of women in India from c. 4th century BC to AD 6th century.

4. What are the salient features of the administrative system of the Guptas ?

SECTION-B

5. Write short essays in not more than 200 words each on any three of the following:
(a) The Samanta system
(b) The Bahmani kingdom
(c) Mughal painting
(d) Chaianyadeva and Vaishnavism

6. Give your opinion on the urban development in India during the Mughal times.

7. "The tenets of Hindu and Muslim mystics were similar enough that the ground
was ripe for syncretic movements involving adherents of both religious."
Elucidate.

8. How would you like to characterize the eighteenth century in Indian history?

IAS Mains: History Paper 2005

PAPER - II - 2005 

SECTION-A (Modern India)

1. Comment on any three of the following statements in about 200 words each:
20x3=60
(a) 'Upon the whole, then, I conclude that the treaty of Bassein was wise, just and
a politic measure.'
(b) 'Whatever might have been its original character, it (Rebellion of 1857) soon
became a symbol of challenge to the mighty British power in India '
(c) 'The impact of government on the people meant essentially the impact of
government on the village.'
(d) 'The national democratic awakening of the Indian people found expression
also in the religious sphere.'

2. Examine the essential principles of the Subsidiary Alliance system. How far did it
contribute in making the British Company the supreme sovereign authority in
India? 60

3. Trace the development of the famine policy of the British in India 1876 and 1921.
Did it provide relief to the people? 60

4. Analyse the factors responsible for the Civil Disobedience movement (1930-31).



How far were its aims realised in the Government of India Act of 1935 ? 60

SECTION-B
(World History)

5. Comment on any three of the following statements in about 200 words each:
20x3=60
(a) 'Though reform was inevitable, the Act (1832) by which it was accomplished
was open to grave criticism.'
(b) 'The writings of the philosophers had a tremendous influence on the minds of
the people and created a revolutionary awakening in their minds and formed
the intellectual creed of the French Revolution.'
(c) 'They have stopped me from making Italy by diplomacy from the North, I will
make it by revolution from the South.'
(d) 'The Russian Revolution (1917) was an economic explosion hastened by the
stupidities of the autocratic Government'

6. 'What were the factors that worked in the drafting of the American Constitution?
Do you agree with Beard's view of the constitution being an Economic
Document? 60

7. Discuss the circumstances leading to the Chinese Revolution of 1949 and analyse
its significance. 60

8. Critically examine the various dimensions and phases of the cold war between
1947 and 1962. 60

                                               HISTORY Mains 2007
Paper- I
Time Allowed: Three Hours Maximum Marks: 300

INSTRUCTIONS

Candidates should attempt Question No.1 and 5 which are compulsory, and any 
three of the remaining questions

selecting at least one question from each section.

Section ‘A’

1. Mark any fifteen of the following places on the map supplied to you and write 
short descriptive notes on

the places marked. 4×15=60

(i). Kot digi



(ii). Kalibangan

(iii). Ahicchatra

(iv). Bhimbaitka

(v). Kanauj

(vi). Siddapura

(vii). Udayagiri

(viii). Kaveripoompattinam

(ix). Tiruchirapalli

(x). Sisupalgarh

(xi). Anuradhapura

(xii). Hampi

(xiii). Srirangapatnam

(xiv). Puri

(xv). Kolhapur

(xvi). Haldighati

(xvii). Golconda

(xviii). Chittagong

(xix). Chitore

(xx). Calicut

2.”Reconstruction of Early Indian history is hardly possible without the help of 
inscriptions and coins.”

Discuss. 60

3. Write what you know of the rise and spread of Buddhism before the first century 
A.D. 60

4. Throw light on the condition of common man in the Gupta period. 60

Section ‘B’



5. Write short essays in not more than 200 words each on any three of the following: 
20×3=60

(a) Alberuni on science in India

(b) The Bahamani Kingdom

(c) Mughal painting

(d) Chauth and Sardeshmukhi of the Maratha rulers

6. Show that the administrative system in India reached a very high level during the 
Chola period. 60

7.”The tenets of Hindu and Muslim mystics were similar enough that the ground was 
ripe for syncretic

movements involving adherents of both the religions.” Elucidate. 60

8.”Akbar built the Mughal Empire by enlisting the support of the Rajputs; Aurangzeb 
destroyed it by

alienating the Rajputs.” Discuss critically. 60

                                                    HISTORY Mains 2007

Paper- II

Time Allowed: Three Hours Maximum Marks: 300

INSTRUCTIONS

Candidates should attempt Question No.1 and 5 which are compulsory, and any 
three of the remaining questions

selecting at least one question from each section.

Section ‘A’

(Modern India)

1. Comment on any three of the following statements in about 200 words each: 
20×3=60

a). “ The Revolt of 1857 seemed to call the very presence of the British into question. 
What it did not do was

reverse these change”.



b). “ Of the evils which corroded Indian society in the nineteenth century were 
probably those which stunted

its womanhood.”

c). “ At Karachi in 1931 , the congress defined what Swaraj would mean for the 
masses”.

d). “ There is no other instance in the history of mankind of a poet and philosopher 
working such as a

miracle in shaping the destiny of his people” ( A Tribute to M. Iqbal )

2. Examine the major factors shaping the British land-revenue policy in India. How It 
affected Indian society?60

3. Explain the circumstances leading to the alliance between the Khilafat and Non-
Cooperation Movements.

Was it a politically wise step on the part of the Congress? 60

4.”With great skill and masterful diplomacy and using both persuasion and pressure, 
Sardar Vallabhbhai

Patel succeeded in integrating the hundreds of princely states with the Indian Union.” 
Discuss. 60

Section-B

World History

5. Comment on any three of the following statements in about 200 words each: 
20×3=60

(a) “No event as encompassing as the French Revolution occurs in an intellectual 
vacuum.”

(b) “New imperialism was a nationalistic, not an economic phenomena.”

(c) “The War’s (First World War’s) most permanent contribution to the spirit or the 
post-War years was

disillusion.”

(d) “NATO in many ways symbolized the key role that the United States had come to 
play in Europe”

6. Give reasons for the origin of the Renaissance in Italy. 60

7. Discuss the main characteristics of Fascism. 60

8.”By the 1980s, the Communist system of the Soviet Union was incapable of 
maintaining the country’s role



as a Superpower.” Explain this statement. 60
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